
EMERALD ASH BORER
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INTRODUCTION
Freeholder Deborah Smith
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Richard Wolowicz

Å NJ Certified Tree Expert # 281

Å 11 Years in Municipal Forestry

Å 25 Years in Utility 
Forestry/Vegetation Management

Å Contracts with Glen Ridge, Town of 
Morristown and Hanover Township to 
provide municipal shade tree 
management;

Å Glen Rock, Kearny and Union City are 
also served on an as needed basis;

ÅWrite Community Forestry 
Management Plans, Woodlot 
Management Plans (for Farmland 
Assessment) and expert Witness 
Services.
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PRESENTATION WILL COVER:

ÅIntroduction of the pest
üOrigin, Appearance and Detection

ÅIts spread
üBehavior, Magnitude and Impact

ÅWhat to expect
üCompleteness and Urgency

ÅDecisions to make
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Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)

ÅPest has killed untold millions of ash trees in forest, 
riparian and urban settings. 

ÅAsh species indigenous to China are generally 
resistant and may eventually provide resistance 
genes for introgression into North American 
species.

ÅSpread by natural and human-assisted movement.
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EAB Basic facts

ÅEAB is an insect pest native to Asia 
that feeds on ash trees. 

Å It is a small green beetle about 1 cm 
in length. 

ÅEAB was first discovered in North 
America in 2002 in Detroit, MI & 
Windsor, ON  

ÅEAB kills most native ash species and 
cultivars.  

ÅAdult EAB emerge through a small 
ƘƻƭŜ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ά5Φά 
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How to Identify an Ash Tree
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How Does the 

EAB Spread?

ÅAdults fly ςup to 2 miles or less

ÅNew infestations found near campgrounds

ÅMovement of firewood, nursery stock, and 
ash waste products

9



How Bad is the Infestation?

ÅApproximately 50 million ash trees in 
eastern North America have been killed.

ÅHundreds of millions more are probably 
currently infested.

ÅMost of the estimated 7.5 billion ash 
trees in the U.S. are likely to become 
infested and die as EAB spreads.

üDutch Elm Disease killed an estimated 75-
100 million American elms.

üChestnut Blight killed an estimated 4 billion 
American chestnut trees.
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IMPACT
Almost allash 
trees die in just 
a few years if 
not treated!
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